
AFRICAN-AMERICANS FOR VAWA REFORM 
P.O. Box 8701 

South Charleston, WV  25303 
Telephone: (304) 342-7752 

Website Address:  www.aavreform.org 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

April 22, 2008 
 
 
RE: Domestic Violence Law Reformation – A Call for Help 
 
Dear Community Leaders and Others: 
 

AAVR (African-Americans for Violence Against Women’s Act Reform) is a non-profit 
and non-partisan organization composed of women and men from across the nation who are 
concerned about VAWA (Violence Against Women’s Act) laws and the devastating impact these 
laws are having on African-American communities.  VAWA  was signed into law in 1994 by 
former President Clinton, and serves as the nation’s response to domestic violence.    

To counteract the harm caused by VAWA, AAVR was established in 2008 by  concerned 
African American leaders from across the nation.  AAVR’s mission is to educate legislators, the 
general public and others about the negative outcomes of our government’s domestic violence 
laws and policies on the African-American community and to advocate for and promote cultural-
sensitivity, gender-neutrality, social justice and other measures of fairness in VAWA and other 
domestic violence legislation.  

 Like many of you, AAVR members are community leaders.  We realize that the  future 
of our great nation rests in the hands of our children. These children are our hope, our pride, and 
our joy.  It is well-known that African-American children, as well as children from other racial 
and ethnic groups, who grow up in a stable family with two loving parents have higher self-
esteem, do better in school, have lower rates of teen pregnancy, and are less likely to become 
involved in criminal activity. 

Domestic violence is a serious problem in African-American communities.  And we ask, 
“are our existing domestic violence programs doing enough to support and strengthen the 
African-American family?”  We also wonder whether our current approaches to stopping 
domestic violence are actually working?1 
We are concerned to learn that some of our domestic violence programs are proving to be 
harmful to our African-American sisters, mothers, and daughters: 

• A recent Harvard University study of mandatory arrest policies found that mandatory 
arrest laws brought about a 54% increase in intimate partner homicides among Blacks 
and Whites.”2 

• One study found that protection order statutes were associated with an increase in the 
number of black women killed by their unmarried partners.3 

• Columbia University law professor Kimberle Crenshaw has decried the fact that many 
women of color are reluctant to seek intervention from the police, fearing that contact 
with law enforcement will only worsen the system’s assault on their lives.4 



• Many domestic violence programs and services are not culturally-sensitive to African-
American women and are therefore ineffective.    

We are equally concerned that domestic violence policies are not helping our African-
American brothers, fathers, and sons: 

• According to the FBI, African-Americans – mostly men -- are disproportionately affected 
by mandatory-arrest policies. Blacks represent 23% of all spouses and 35% of all 
boyfriends or girlfriends arrested for partner aggression.5  

• Aya Gruber recently wrote in the Iowa Law Review, “Day after day, prosecutors 
proceeded with cases against the wishes of victims, resulting in the mass incarceration of 
young black men.”6 

• Treatment programs for African-American offenders are not culturally-sensitive.7 
The Congressional Black Caucus has emphasized how our current criminal justice system 

“fails young African American males too often.”8  The Ms. Foundation for Women sums it up 
this way: The “criminalization of social problems has led to mass incarceration of men, 
especially young men of color, decimating marginalized communities.”9  

Although the African-American community has been disproportionately affected by VAWA, 
other ethnic and racial groups have also been hurt by this legislation.  AAVR is equally 
concerned about how VAWA is impacting other racial and ethnic communities.    

With this in mind, AAVR is requesting your assistance in developing effective, respectful, 
gender-neutral and culturally-sensitive solutions to the problem of domestic violence.  By 
signing the attached petition, your support will greatly contribute to reforming VAWA and other 
harmful domestic violence legislation.  

Dr. Martin Luther King once spoke of our “beloved community” with cultural values that are 
uniquely supportive of families. For the sake of our children, we must now make that dream a 
reality. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth Crawford, M.S., HES 
President, African-Americans for VAWA Reform 
South Charleston, WV  25303 
 
Doris DeGracia 
Vice President, African-Americans for VAWA Reform 
Inwood, WV  25428 
 
Reverend Ron Smith 
Public Relations Director, African-Americans for VAWA Reform 
Grand Rapids, MI  49503 
 
General Parker 
Political Director, African-Americans for VAWA Reform  
Peoria, IL  61612 
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